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in Hindu quarters, even though they are only
passers-by, stirs up the race hatred that is always
smouldering between the two nations, and expres-
sions of animosity are provoked on both sides. It
takes very little to fire such inflammable material;
and in the old days free fights were common
occurrences. The authorities, in the interests of
peace, were obliged to forbid Muhammadan pro-
cessions to pass through streets in which temples
stood; and Hindu processions were equally for-
bidden to pass mosques. The obligation con-
tinues and the laws are in no way relaxed; other-
wise we should have an exchange of amenities,
as the humorists put it, between the two
nations in the present day, in the shape of pig-
killing in the mosques and cow-killing in the
temples.
The Hindu temple in the Vellore Fort was
desecrated by the killing of a sacred bull in the
1 devasthanum. It was in consequence deserted ;
and for many years it remained open to the bats
and jackals and to the foot of the stranger. On
account of the expense entailed in the removal of
the desecration by ceremonies and almsgiving, its
restoration was not undertaken. But the Govern-
ment repaired it and prevented it from falling into
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